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Who is an EL?
• LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT- The term limited English proficient, when used with respect to an 

individual, means an individual —

• (A) who is aged 3 through 21;

• (B) who is enrolled or preparing to enroll in an elementary school or secondary school;

• (C)(i) who was not born in the United States or whose native language is a language other than 
English;

– (ii)(I) who is a Native American or Alaska Native, or a native resident of the outlying areas; and

• (II) who comes from an environment where a language other than English has had a 
significant impact on the individual's level of English language proficiency; or

– (iii) who is migratory, whose native language is a language other than English, and who comes 
from an environment where a language other than English is dominant; and

• (D) whose difficulties in speaking, reading, writing, or understanding the English language may be 
sufficient to deny the individual —

– (i) the ability to meet the State's proficient level of achievement on State assessments 
described in section 1111(b)(3);

– (ii) the ability to successfully achieve in classrooms where the language of instruction is 
English; or

– (iii) the opportunity to participate fully in society.

• http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg107.html#sec9101 – [Public Law 107-110, Title IX, 
Part A, Sec. 9102, (25)]

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg107.html#sec9101


ELs in Arkansas
• As of the 2017-2018 Home Language Survey, the 

following is representative of Arkansas:

– 50,815 Language Minority Students (LMS)

– 39,805 Limited English Proficient Students (LEP)

– 99 LOTEs (Languages Other Than English) spoken in the home

– Top 7 languages
• Spanish 39,785 32,052

• Marshallese 3,352 3,105

• Vietnamese 603 425

• Arabic 446 358

• Laotian 361 284

• Chinese 328 153

• Hmong 318 213



AR EL Distribution Map



What is ESL?

• ESL = English as a Second Language

• It’s a field of study, a profession, and a 
program definition.

• It’s purpose is the teaching of English to 
people who speak a different language 
and who live in a country where English 
is the main language spoken.



RAEL?
• Recently-Arrived English Learner – formerly known as “1st

year in a US school”

• No longer exempt from ELA portions of assessments in AR

• This change requires all students to test in all state 
assessment subjects. In reality, it gives the students 2 trial 
runs to see what the assessment is like and the district some 
predictability.

• These students will count for:
– participation in Yr. 1,

– for growth in Yr. 2, and

– for achievement and growth in Yr. 3.



eSchool EL Definition



Ensuring English Learner Students Can 
Participate Meaningfully and Equally in 

Educational Programs

• http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Se
rvices/Curriculum%20and%20Instruction/Frameworks/EL
P%202015/dcl-factsheet-el-students-201501.pdf

http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Curriculum and Instruction/Frameworks/ELP 2015/dcl-factsheet-el-students-201501.pdf


SPED ELs???
• May IEP teams exempt children with disabilities from participating in the State or district-wide 

assessment program?

• No. The IEP team determines HOW individual students with disabilities participate in assessment 
programs, NOT WHETHER. The only students with disabilities who are exempted from participation 
in general State and district-wide assessment programs are students with disabilities convicted as 
adults under State law and incarcerated in adult prisons (34 CFR §300.311(b)(1)). With this 
statutory exception, there should be no language in State or district assessment guidelines, rules, or 
regulations that permits IEP teams to exempt students from State or district-wide assessment 
programs.

• Section 504 prohibits exclusion from participation of, denial of benefits to, or discrimination 
against, individuals with disabilities on the basis of their disability in federally assisted programs or 
activities. Title II of the ADA provides that no qualified individual with a disability shall, by reason of 
such disability, be excluded from participation in or be denied the benefits of the services, 
programs, or activities of a public entity or be subjected to discrimination by such an entity.

• Inclusion in assessments provides valuable information which benefits students either by indicating 
individual progress against standards or in evaluating educational programs. In some States, 
participation in assessments is a means to access benefits such as promotion and graduation. Given 
these benefits, exclusion from assessment programs based on disability would potentially violate 
Section 504 and Title II of the ADA.

• ~ See more at: http://www.wrightslaw.com/law/osep/faqs.idea.assessment.htm#accountability

http://www.wrightslaw.com/law/osep/faqs.idea.assessment.htm#accountability


Identifying and Assessing ALL Potential EL Students

• Use of a Home Language Usage Survey (HLUS) to  identify 
potential EL students

• Use of a screener to assess listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing

• Depending upon the screener results, a student is 
classified as Limited English Proficient (LEP) or proficient 
to enter classes without language assistance.

• LEP students receive ESL services from their schools to 
help in their English language attainment.

• Parents/Guardians have the right to decline ESL services 
for the LEP students.  They DO NOT have the right to 
decline the screener or summative assessment.



Language Proficiency & Assessment Committee (LPAC)

• Purpose:  Identification, Assessment and Documentation 
Review, Placement, Instructional Methods and/or 
Interventions, Collaboration, Annual Review, Assessment, and 
Parental Notification

• Members:

– Building administrator (required);

– ESOL Certified Staff (required);

– Counselor (can serve in the place of a classroom teacher);

– Classroom Teacher familiar with the student (required);

– Parent/Guardian;

– Student (if appropriately aged);

– SPED teacher, where appropriate



FES (Foreign Exchange Students)

• Foreign exchange students MUST be evaluated 
for English proficiency using the ELPA21 
screener.

• If the foreign exchange student is deemed 
“not proficient,” s/he MUST follow the path of 
a Potential EL described previously.

• Any foreign exchange student who is an EL 
MUST take the ELPA21 summative 
assessment.



Communication with EL Parents
• Schools must communicate information to limited English proficient parents in 

a language they can understand about any program, service, or activity that is 
called to the attention of parents who are proficient in English.  (ESEA 
§1112(e)(4))

• School districts must provide effective language assistance to limited English 
proficient parents, such as offering translated materials or a language 
interpreter. Language assistance must be free and provided by appropriate 
and competent staff, or through appropriate and competent outside 
resources. 

• It is not sufficient for the staff merely to be bilingual. For example, a staff 
member who is bilingual may be able to communicate directly with limited 
English proficient parents in a different language but may not be competent to 
interpret in and out of that language or to translate documents. 

• http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/dcl-factsheet-lep-parents-
201501.pdf

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/dcl-factsheet-lep-parents-201501.pdf




ESSA Changes

• Common entry criteria
– State-wide screener beginning SY 2018-2019

• State-wide home language usage survey

• RAELs

• New Common exit criteria
– ELPA21

– Professional Judgment Rubric



ESSA and Exit Criteria
• All districts in Arkansas must utilize same exit criteria and 

process when determining whether a Language Minority 
Student (LMS) qualifies as an English Learner (EL) or a Former 
English Learner (FEL).

• Common Entry and Exit Procedures related to Language 
Minority Students (ESSA pages 122-125)

• Arkansas ESSA English Learners/Title III Advocate Group
– Used feedback from survey of ESOL Coordinators (November 2016)

– Reviewed guidance from Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO)

– Considered Arkansas data comparing performance on ELPA21 and ACT 
Aspire

– Created the Professional Judgment Rubric and Exit Criteria Guidance

http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/ESEA/Arkansas_ESSA_Plan_Final_rv_January_30_2018.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wfBiFqXfetVY3A6FePulBigIxvh8Lc5Qk3kmw7Pxh6g/edit?usp=sharing


Common Exit Procedures-AR ESSA, page 125

Timeline: LEAs will annually review every identified 
English Learner’s progress in acquiring English.

1. This review will be conducted by a site based 
Language Proficiency and Assessment Committee 
(LPAC).

2. Annual reviews will include a committee analysis 
of ELPA21 summative assessment scores and other 
available student performance data.

3. Exit decisions must be made by and documented 
in eSchool no later than September 30th of each 
school year.



Professional Judgment Rubric
In order to exit a student from English Learner status, a 
Language Proficiency and Assessment Committee (LPAC) 
must verify that there are three pieces of evidence 
supporting the decision. 

This is triangulation of data to support an educational 
decision. 

Once three pieces of supporting evidence are available, 
including a proficient score on ELPA21, the LPAC must exit 
the student and begin the monitoring process. 

The goal is to determine when LMS students are ready to 
be identified as Former English Learners in a timely and 
appropriate manner.



ELPA21 2018 - 2019 LiveBinder

http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=2366488

http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=2366488
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=2366488


Domains
• Domain & Scale/Cut Scores are different depending upon:

– Grade band (K, 1, 2-3, 4-5, 6-8, & 9-12) and

– Domains
• Listening

• Speaking

• Reading

• Writing

– Domain Performance Levels
• Level 5 – Advanced

• Level 4 – Early Advanced

• Level 3 – Intermediate

• Level 2 – Early Intermediate

• Level 1 - Beginning



What are proficiency profiles?
• Proficiency classifications:  Proficient, Progressing, Emerging

• Based on Performance Levels:
– Advanced (5)

– Early Advanced (4)

– Intermediate (3)

– Early Intermediate (2)

– Beginning (1)

• Idea:

Any combination of 4s 
and 5s will equal 
“Proficient” for a 
student.



Example ISR



Accessibilities & Accommodations



What do the Spring 2018 scores look like?



Dynamic Screener 18-19
• Available August 1, 2018

• Steps
– 1:  Technology check & practice

– 2:  First part of scored sections

– 3:  Second part of scored sections

• TA MUST score first item of Step 2 (speaking) before student 
can move on to further questions.

• ~75% of students will stop at the end of Step 2.

• ~25% of students will progress to Step 3.

• New grade level – “00” to represent Future Kindergartener

• “Future Kindergartener” Screener – formerly “Pre-K” Screener
– Same proficiency definition for this screener level only

– Listening & Speaking = 4+; Reading & Writing = 3+



Contact Information

• Alan D. Lytle, EL Assessment Specialist

–Alan.Lytle@arkansas.gov

mailto:Alan.Lytle@arkansas.gov

